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WELCOME 


WE  who  have  been  here  before  welcome  you 
who  are  coming  to  this  school  for  the  first 
time.  We  have  tried  to  make  our  school  a  worth- 
while place  to  live  and  to  grow.  Some  of  the  ways 
we  have  tried  are  set  forth  in  this  handbook. 
We  want  all  of  you  to  accept  them  or  to  try  to 
show  us  better  ways. 

This  much  we  are  sure  of:  that  working  to- 
gether is  the  keynote  back  of  it  all. 

For  those  of  us  who  have  been  here  before, 
this  handbook  will  serve  as  a  reminder  of  some 
of  the  best  things  we  have  done,  and  as  a  spur 
to  carry  on  in  the  best  fashion  we  are  capable  of. 

For  everybody,  the  book  holds  information  and 
blank-form  pages  of  great  value.  This  includes 
parents,  also,  for  before  long  the  handbook  ought 
to  find  its  way  home  where  they  can  see  it. 

This  is  our  third  handbook.  Each  year  ought 
to  see  a  better  one.  What  suggestions  are  you 
going  to  make? 
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OUR  JUNIOR  HIGH  SCHOOL 


_._  ^  l  _     -^^^M 

Early  in  1909  the  Massachusetts  Legislature 
appropriated  $75,000  to  build  our  junior  high 
school.  In  September,  1909,  the  school  was  open- 
ed to  the  seventh,  eighth,  and  ninth  grades. 

The  expressed  purpose  of  the  new  school  was 
to  give  children,  especially  those  not  intending 
to  enter  the  high  school,  a  more  practical  educa- 
tion during  the  last  two  years  of  the  grammar 
school.  Some  of  the  features  of  the  tentative 
plan  were: 

1.  A  longer  school  day  of  six  hours. 

2.  Half-time     spent    upon     constructive     manual 
work. 

3.  Nothing  made  in  shops  and  houshold  arts  ex- 
cept in  response  to  a  real  need. 

4.  All  articles  made,   all  work  done,  must  meet 
the  need  adequately. 

5.  Typewriters  used  for  the  greater  part  of  spell- 
ing, language,  etc.,  instead  of  pen  or  pencil. 
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Miss  Allen,  the  first  principal,  had  a  great  re- 
sponsibility. She  must  prove  to  the  country  that 
the  junior  high  school  system,  which  was  new, 
was  practical  and  could  be  used  throughout  the 
country. 

In  the  early  years  of  our  school,  our  basketball 
and  track  teams  were  unequaled  in  the  Grammar 
School  League.  Every  year  a  track  meet  was 
held  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  gymnasium.  Different 
schools  competed  in  this  meet.  The  Shirrefrs 
Award  for  excellence  in  these  sports  was  given 
to  our  school  in  1913  and  1914. 

The  name  of  our  school  was  changed  in  April, 
1932,  from  the  Normal  Junior  High  School  to 
Teachers  College  Junior  High  School  when  the 
Fitchburg  Normal  School  became  the  State  Tea- 
chers College  at  Fitchburg.  The  addition  of  the 
new  practical  arts  building  north  of  the  junior 
high  school  allowed  room  for  more  classes  in  our 
building.    A  ninth  grade  was  added  in  1934. 

Now  we  think  we  have  a  fine,  up-to-date  junior 
high  school,  but  it  can  always  be  better.  It  is 
up  to  you  and  everyone  in  the  school  to  make 
it  a  better  place  to  live  and  learn. 

SCHOOL  RULES 

This  book  might  be  filled  with  rules  but  that 
would  not  be  the  kind  of  a  book  we  set  out  to 
make.  Most  of  the  rules  which  would  appear, 
if  we  did  that,  would  be  based  on  our  school 
creed.  Be  sure  to  read  it. 
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Experience  has  shown,  however,  that  a  few 
matters  about  our  comings  and  goings  need  to  be 
mentioned  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  Here 
they  are: 

1.  Get   to   school   on   time. 

2.  Do  not  roller-skate  or  ride  bicycles  on  the  side- 
walks of  the  college  campus. 

3.  Walk — don't  run — in  the  corridors. 

4.  Cooperate  with  safety  patrol  officers.  Don't 
talk  to  them  while  they  are  on  duty.  Do  as 
they  ask  you  while  they  are  on  duty. 

5.  Go  home  when  you  are  dismissed  unless  you 
have  genuine  school  business  to  care  for.  In 
other  words,  don't  "hang  around"  to  visit  or 
wait  for  friends. 

6.  Take  good  care  of  all  school  property  whether 
you  have  "signed"  for  it  or  not.  This  means 
walls,  wash-bowls,  tools,  and  all  other  things 
that  might  make  our  school  useful  or  attractive. 

7.  Take  good  care  of  your  own  personal  property. 
Leave  money  and  other  valuable  articles  with 
your  teacher  or  in  the  office  during  school 
hours — but  NEVER  in  the  cloak-room  or  in 
your  desk. 

8.  If  you  are  ill,  stay  at  home  or  let  us  put  you  in 
touch  with  the  school  nurse.  If  you  are  well, 
come  to  school  with  clean  skin,  clean  clothes, 
and  a  smile. 
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SCHOOL  CREED 

We,  the  pupils  of  the  Teachers  College  Junior 
High  School,  will  be  loyal  to  our  school  and  its 
standards,  and  will  try  to  abide  by  the  following 
principles: 

Truthfulness  always 

Cooperation  with  our  classmates  and  teachers 

Justice  to  friend  and  foe 

Healthy  living 

Self-control  at  all  times. 

SCHOOL  song 

Our  school  has  no  recognized  school  song.  Sev- 
eral attempts  to  write  songs  during  recent  years 
resulted  in  the  proclaiming  of  this  one  as  the  most 
popular  so  far.  This  was  written  by  members  of 
division  7-1,   during  the  school  year,   1937-38. 

To  Teachers  College  Junior  High 

Our   loyalty   will   never   die. 

Tho  we  be  far,  tho  we  be  nigh, 

We'll  always  fling  our  banners  high. 

Our  school  is  worthy  of  our  greatest  zeal; 

With  songs  and  cheers  our  merry  voices  peal; 

And  for  the  school  that  is  so  dear 

We'll  always  give  a  hearty  cheer— 

For  good  old  Junior  High! 

SCHOOL  AWARDS 

NUMERALS— In  the  Teachers  College  Junior 
High  School  a  reward  is  given  to  those  pupils  in 
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the  ninth  grade  who  have  earned  twenty  points 
and  to  those  in  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades 
who  have  earned  seventeen. 

Pupils  who  earn  the  required  number  of  points 
receive  class  numerals,  maroon  in  color. 

The  next  year  the  pupil  receives  a  star  if  he 
earns  the  points. 

A  third  year  winner  receives  a  white  oval  with 
red  numerals  on  it. 

The  point  rating  is  as  follows: 

1.  Three  points  are  given  for  a  "high  honors" 
report  for  each  ten-week  term,  and  two  points 
for  "honors". 

2.  The  pupil  who  takes  a  major  part  in  an  as- 
sembly gets  two  points,  while  one  point  is 
given  for  a  minor  part. 

3.  A  pupil  who  is  an  officer  of  a  club  or  home- 
room receives  one  point  for  each  term,  if  his 
service  has  been  satisfactory. 

4.  Three  points  or  less,  according  to  their  effici- 
ency, are  given  to  pupils  who  have  served 
satisfactory  terms  as  traffic  officers. 

5.  Perfect  attendance  for  each  ten- week  term 
counts  one  point;  a  non-tardy  record  gives  one 
point. 

P.  A  pupil  who  lives  up  to  the  standards  of  school 
citizenship,    such   as    cooperation,    obedience   to 
the  rules,  and  loyalty,  receives  five  points. 
Start   now   working   for   the   coveted   numeral 

which  will  mark  you  as  a  worthy  schoolmate  and 

citizen. 
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Thus: 

Each  day's  work  that's  done  with  care 
Brings  its  reward  for  all  to  share. 

MONOGRAMS— The  T.  C.  J.  H.  monogram  of 
red  felt  is  given  to  any  seventh  or  eighth  grade 
boy  or  girl  who  has  represented  our  school  in 
soccer,  basketball,  volleyball,  or  baseball  games. 
"Representing  our  school"  means  he  or  she  must 
have  been  conscientious,  cooperative,  and  sports- 
manlike. He  or  she  must  have  taken  part  in  at 
least  half  the  games  on  the  schedule  of  that  sport. 

S.  A.  R.  CITIZENSHIP  MEDALS— The  society 
known  as  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution 
supplies  the  two  handsome  medals  which  are 
given  in  June  to  the  one  boy  and  the  one  girl  in 
the  eighth  grade  chosen  by  their  classmates  and 
teachers  for  these  five  qualities:  dependability, 
cooperation,  leadership,  patriotism,  and  cleanness 
in  speech  and  personal  habits.  The  choice  is  some- 
times hard  to  make,  for  there  are  several  boys 
and  girls  who  rank  high  in  all  those  qualities,  but 
our  hope  that  knowledge  of  the  medals  will 
stimulate  many  to  try  harder. 

CERTIFICATES— Extensive  reading  and  excel- 
lent penmanship   are   rewarded   with   certificates. 

REPORT  CARD  HONORS 

High  Honor — "A"  in  subjects  which  total  ten  or 
more  periods  a  week,  and  no  marks 
below  "B". 

Honors — Not  more  than  five  periods  per  week  of 
grade  "C"  and  no  "D's"  or  "E's". 
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OUR  LIBRARY 

A  library  was  made  in  our  school  about  Christ- 
mas time,  1936.  It  is  situated  at  the  head  of  the 
east  stairs. 

The  books  in  the  library  were  gifts  from  pupils 
and  friends  and  from  home  room  libraries,  and 
others  were  purchased  with  money  from  different 
social  events  that  have  been  held  in  this  school. 
Some  of  the  finest  books  are  those  purchased 
from  the  Junior  Literary  Guild.  An  up-to-date 
reading  lamp  was  purchased  for  the  library  so 
the  pupils  and  teachers  could  read  at  the  table. 

Miss  White  has  charge  of  the  library  and 
is  aided  by  ninth  grade  pupils  who  act  as  librar- 
ians. 

Make  the  fullest  possible  use  of  your  school 
library.  There  are  some  very  interesting  books 
there.  They  will  help  you  with  book  reports  for 
English  and  you  will  find  them  enjoyable  for 
voluntary  reading. 

RULES  FOR  THE  USE  OF  THE  LIBRARY 

1.  Only  one  book  may  be  taken  out  at  a  time. 

2.  Books  may  be  kept  for  only  two  weeks  unless 
they  are  renewed. 

3.  Books    are    not    to    be    touched    during    school 
hours,  unless  an  official  librarian  is  present 

4.  The  library  will  be  open  every  night  for  ten 
minutes. 

5.  Books  must  be  charged  and  discharged  by  offi- 
cial librarians  only. 
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6.  Try  to  replace  books  in  their  proper  places  when 
looking  for  a  certain  book. 

7.  Any  wilful  destruction  or  loss  of  a  book  must 
be  paid  for. 

8.  Anyone  who  violates  any  of  these  regulations 
will  be  blacklisted  and  refused  the  right  to  take 
books  for  four  weeks  or  until  restitution  has 
been  made. 

CLUBS 

Clubs  have  about  two  meetings  every  three 
weeks,  the  third  week  being  devoted  to  assembly. 
You  will  find  clubs  on  your  program  the  sixth 
period  of  a  certain  day.  You  will  be  asked  to  give 
first,  second,  and  third  choices  of  the  clubs  you 
would  like  to  join.  It  is  not  always  possible  to 
get  your  first  choice;  ninth  graders  are  given  pre- 
ference because  it  is  their  last  year  in  the  school. 

Purposes  of  clubs  last  year  were  expressed  as 
follows: 

HOUSEHOLD  ARTS— to  develop  an  interest  in 
home  activities,  such  as:  entertaining,  simple  re- 
freshments, games — for  parties,  suitable  ways  of 
celebrating  various  holidays.  To  make  simple  ar- 
ticles using  fancy  stitches;  to  know  and  be  able 
to  select  good  design  in  these  articles. 

GIRLS'  ATHLETIC— to  get  outdoors  for  games 
and  hikes. 

BOYS'  ATHLETIC  AND  HIKING— to  learn  the 
fundamentals  of  various  games,  in  order  to  more 
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fully   enjoy  the  playing   of  these   games.   To   do 
some  hiking.   To  study  first  aid  to  the  injured. 

ORCHESTRA — to  prepare  for  more  advanced 
band  or  ensemble  work.  To  play  for  assemblies 
and  school  entertainments  as  soon  as  ready.  To 
have  a  grand  time  with  music. 

SCHOOL  NEWSPAPER— For  six  years  the 
Junior  Journal  was  the  school  paper.  Some  years 
it  was  a  monthly,  others  a  quarterly. 

In  1937-8  the  newspaper  club  chose  the  name 
THE  BARK  for  the  school  quarterly.  Club  mem- 
bers serve  as  editors,  feature  writers  and  reporters 
but  anyone  in  the  school  may  contribute. 

"Seen  and  Heard"  was  the  name  chosen  for  our 
school  paper  last  year. 

CRAFTWORK— to  make  useful  and  ornamental 
things  from  different  materials,  possibly  silver, 
leather,  clay  and  others. 

TRAVEL — to  learn  how  to  prepare  for  a  trip 
that  each  of  you  intends  to  take  some  day.  To 
get  acquainted  with  some  of  the  leading  industries 
of  Fitchburg  by  visiting  them.  To  keep  abreast 
of  today's  geographic  happenings,  using,  among 
other  things,  the  National  Geographic  Magazine. 
To  trade  and  collect  stamps. 

PHOTOGRAPHY— to  develop  an  active  interest 
in  photography  as  an  interesting  hobby.  To  give 
the  members  an  understanding  of  some  of  the 
elementary  principles  of  picture-taking,  develop- 
ing, and  printing. 
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DRAMATIC — to  have  fun  with  short  plays  and 
recitations  in  club  meetings;  to  gain  confidence 
and  poise  before  a  group. 

SCRAPBOOK — to  make  scrapbooks  so  artistic 
and  of  such  interesting  materials  that  you  will 
keep  them  a  long  time. 

SAFETY  PATROL 

In  your  junior  high  school  careful  plans  are 
made  for  both  inside  and  outside  the  school  in 
the  interest  of  pupil  safety.  The  safety  patrol 
is  composed  of  sixteen  members,  nine  boys  and 
seven  girls.  The  members  are  chosen  from  the 
ninth  grade,  all  of  whom  serve  on  the  patrol 
at  some  time  during  the  year. 

Two  boys  are  on  duty  outside  the  school  at  the 
'corner  of  Highland  Avenue  and  Pearl  Street  to 
assist  pupils  in  crossing  the  street  safely.  There 
are  seven  boys  and  seven  girls  on  duty  inside  the 
school,  to  aid  and  direct  passing  to  classrooms 
between  school  periods,  at  recess  time,  and  dis- 
missals. 

The  patrol  members  rotate  their  positions 
weekly  and  each  week  different  boys  and  girls 
are  captains  for  each  group.  A  more  detailed 
explanation  with  a  simple  map  of  the  school  will 
be  distributed  so  that  all  may  clearly  understand 
the  traffic  rules  and  regulations. 

The  success  of  our  traffic  plan  and  the  safety  of 
our  pupils  will  depend  almost  wholly  on  the  de- 
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gree  of  cooperation  all  pupils  extend  our  patrol. 
The  patrol  will  greatly  appreciate  your  help. 
Let's  aid  them  to  the  best  of  our  ability. 

THE  COUNCIL 

The  council  consists  of  sixteen  members,  repre- 
senting the  eight  homerooms,  who  bring  their 
lunch  and  meet  during  the  noon  hour  on  a  cer- 
tain day  chosen  by  the  council.  The  council  has 
spent  time  planning  the  handbook,  the  raising  of 
money,  and  social  affairs  concerning  the  whole 
school,  and  anything  outside  of  class  work  that 
could  make  our  school  a  more  worthwhile  place 
to  live. 

In  many  ways,  the  council  is  the  same  to  home- 
rooms as  the  United  States  Senate  is  to  the  states. 

HOME  ROOM 

Your  homeroom  is  the  room  where  you  go 
when  you  come  to  school  and  the  room  from 
which  you  are  dismissed.  It  is  the  room  where 
attendance  is  taken.  To  get  more  out  of  school 
life,  homework  groups  are  "organized"  with 
officers  and  sometimes  committees. 

The  homerooms  have  business  meetings  once 
every  week.  Topics  are  discussed  like  parties, 
Christmas  baskets,  and  once  in  a  while  ways  to 
raise  money.  Such  money  in  the  past  has  been 
used  for  library  books.  Other  topics  discussed 
are  safety,  getting  along  with  people,  report  cards, 
homeroom  business,   etc. 
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The  officers  of  each  room  are  elected  by  pop- 
ular vote  in  regular  business  meetings.  In  each 
room  there  are  a  president,  vice-president,  and 
secretary.  Once  each  week  the  presidents  and 
vice-presidents  of  all  the  homerooms  meet  in  a 
group  called  the  school  council,  and  suggestions 
which  are  brought  up  then  are  discussed  in  the 
homeroom  meeting. 

NO  SCHOOL  SIGNALS 

Two  three's  (or  33)  will  signify: 

at   7:15   A.M.:      no   morning   session   in   any 

school. 

at  12:30  P.M.:      no  afternoon  session  in  our 

school  or  in  grammar  schools. 

BANKING 

Every  homeroom  period  you  are  given  a  chance 
to  deposit  money  in  the  school  bank.  This  is  to 
set  a  thrifty  foundation  for  the  future. 

To  deposit  money  in  our  bank  you  get  a  deposit 
slip  from  your  teacher  and  fill  it  out.  When  a 
messenger  comes  to  your  homeroom  and  asks  for 
all  bankers,  you  go  to  the  bank  at  the  head  of  the 
boys'  stairs  and  await  your  turn.  You  will  be 
given  a  bank  book  which  you  are  to  bring  every 
time. 

After  everyone  has  deposited,  the  money  is 
checked  over  and  put  in  an  envelope  ready  to  be 
taken  to  the  bank.     Under  the   general  name   of 
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Teachers  College  Junior  High  your  money  is  de- 
posited in  the  Worcester  North  Savings  Bank. 
You  receive  no  interest  on  your  money.  When 
your  account  reaches  one  dollar  you  may  transfer 
it  to  a  regular  interest  earning  account  if  you  wish 
to. 

There  are  two  places  where  a  record  of  your 
money  is  kept,  one  in  your  own  bank-book  and 
the  other  in  the  file  at  the  bank. 

If  at  any  time  you  desire  to  withdraw  a  sum  of 
money  from  the  bank,  ask  one  of  the  assistants 
for  a  withdrawal  slip.  Fill  it  out  and  have  a  par- 
ent or  guardian  sign  it.  Mr.  Knowles,  who  is  in 
charge  of  the  bank,  must  sign  it  also. 

There  are  two  assistants  who  work  at  the 
bank.  One  goes  around  to  the  different  rooms  to 
get  the  depositors,  the  other  stays  at  the  bank  to 
receive  the  money,  They  change  positions  each 
week.  There  is  also  a  soident  teacher  at  the  bank 
at  all  times. 

From  September  1937  to  April  1938,  $203.00  was 
deposited  in  our  school  bank! 

Thrift  is  a  duty  and  a  privilege.     Save! 

SCHEDULE  OF  SPORTS 

It  is  impossible  to  tell  at  the  time  the  handbook 
is  printed  what  the  dates  will  be  for  particular 
games,  but  you  can  be  sure  that  the  Grammar 
School  Athletic  League  will  have  its  soccer 
games   in   the   fall,   its   basketball   program   soon 
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after  Christmas,  and  its  baseball  and  volleyball 
(for  girls)  when  the  days  get  warm  in  the  spring. 
The  championship  shields  in  the  corridor  are 
the  most  recent  we  have  won,  but  win  or  lose,  we 
always  aim  to  play  hard  and  clean. 

BELL  SCHEDULE 

Our  bells  and  their  meanings  are  as  follows: 

7.55  You  may  come  in. 

8.08  If  you  are  outdors,   hurry. 

8.10  Final  or  tardy  bell. 

8.15  Pass  to  first  period. 

9.05  Pass  to  second  period. 

9.55  Go  to  homeroom  for  penmanship. 

10.05  Recess. 

10.10  Sit  down  for  a  minute  of  quiet. 

10.11  Pass  to  third  period. 
11.00  Pass  to  fourth  period. 

11.50     Go  to  your  homeroom  and  home. 

12.50     You  may  come  in. 
12.58    If  you  are  outdoors,  hurry. 
1.00     Pass  to  fifth  period. 
1.50     Pass  to  sixth  period. 
2.40     Those   who   are   going   home    are   dis- 
missed now.  Those  who  are  staying  for 
any  teacher,  stay  in  their  seats. 
2.45     Pass  to  after-school  appointments. 
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